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by Huen-Tsang as Brahmapur. Another important aspect of
ancient history rnd mythology is the trident which stands erect at
Vishwanath temple. While some writers point it out as the vic-
tory Trisul erected by Ancka Malla, some identify it as the
trident used in Devasura Sangram, detailed description about
which is found in Skandpurana, eulogising the Guhya kings of
Bhanduk, or Bhattaraka—the Gupta general exercising his sway
over these areas cannot be ruled out. The base of this trident is
made of copper, and the shaft is of brass about twelve foot long.
Leaving aside conzectural history, we can study the translated
version of the inscription.
Uttarkashi has many other interesting places to visit like the
Nehru Institute of Mountaineering and Maneri-Bhali project site.
There is also a Parshuram temple due to which Uttarkashi is
given the ascription of Saumya-kashi which derives its" name from
the incident that Renuka, the wife of Jamadagm got enamoured
of her brother-in-law Kartavirya. As Jamadagni visualised this
through his Divyadrishti (third eye) he asked his sons to behead
their mother. None agreed to do this except Purshuram who did
the job obediently. Jamdagni asked Purshuram to seek some
boon. Purshuram asked for his mother's life.
The road to Gangotri
The road to Gangotri passes through Maneri-Bhali where a big
dam is coming up. The entire topography of the area has been
given a complete overhauling. It is a feat of engineering that
major water flow of the Bhagirathi has been turned and put
inside a tunnel.
As we proceed further, we pass through Bhatwari, a small town-
ship which is also Tehsil headquarters. From Bhatwari one trelc
leads to Kedar valley through Budha Kedar.
As we cross the ridge of Sukhi (9,000 ft), we find ourselves
confronted with a most picturesque valley called Harsil (8,400 ft.)
Harsil is known for its old forest rest house (1,864 ft) which
was built by F. Wilson He also planted an apple orchard.
Mr. Wilson is also credited for the introduction of potatoes in
"this valley. He was the first to use river for the transportation of
fallen wood and other wood. He masterminded systematic;
exploitation of the forest wealth.

